
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45 and 10:30 AM  in the 
sanctuary 

 September 1—Monday, 
Labor Day Holiday. 
Church Office will be 
closed.  

 September 3 —
Wednesday, Youth Kick-
Off Night with BBQ at 
Abrahams, 6-10 PM. 

 September 7—Sunday, 
Children’s Sunday School, 
“The Gospel Project” kicks 
off in the Ministry Center 
at 10:30 AM. 

 September 11—Thursday, 
The Essentials begins at 
6:30 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall 

 September 17-18—
Wednesday & Thursday, 
Women’s Beth Moore 
Study “The Patriarchs” 
begins at 9:00 AM in the 
Conference Room, Kristie 
Schuebel leads on 
Wednesday, and Mary 
Holmes will lead on 
Thursdays.   

 September 23—Tuesday, 
College and Career Kick-
Off w/ Don Stiver in the 
Soul Garage. 

 September 23—Tuesday, 
Quarterly Ministry 
Leadership Meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall at 7:00 PM. 
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An Abundant Life 
 

We all know that we live in a lost world that desperately needs 

Jesus.  We all know the Great Commission that commands us to 

“go and make disciples.”  We all know our vision statement that 

says we are to reach all generations for Christ.     

 

We all know that we have what the world needs, but do you have what the world 

wants?     There is a big difference between the two, and I think it boils down to 

your attitude and understanding of what an abundant life looks like.     Jesus 

said in John 10:10 “ The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 

come that they may have life and have it to the full.”    Or as the King James 

version says, “might have it more abundantly.”    

 

Have you ever wondered what the outside world sees when they walk into 

Maranatha?   They are greeted with a warm handshake, friendly people and 

maybe even a donut or two, but do they see Jesus?    Do they see an abundant 

life?   Do they see people so full of Jesus that it overflows into the pews and 

spills onto all who happen in?    

 

If we want to reach the next generation as our vision and mission statement 

says, we need to be attractive to a lost world.    Rend Collective, an Irish worship 

band says, “Seriousness is not a fruit of the Spirit but Joy is.”   Joy in the Lord is 

what is attractive to a lost and dying world but I think too often our church 

experience is characterized by too much seriousness.  What’s attractive about 

that?     

 

As a kid in Sunday school, I used to sing, “ I’ve got the joy, 

joy, joy, joy down in my heart.  Where?? Down in my heart.  

Where? Down in my heart to stay.”   Somewhere along the 

way, life got complicated and the joy I used to sing about 

disappeared.    And when it disappeared, so did a lifestyle 

of evangelism.       

Maranatha, let your light (joy) shine before all men that 

they may see your good deeds (and your joy filled life) and praise your Father in 

heaven. 

Darren Cox 

Maranatha Elder 

September 2014   



Sunday school registration August 31 in 

the Welcome Center, and September 7 & 

14 in the Ministry Center.  

Sunday school starts back up September 

7th during the 10:30 service only 

 

 

AWANA registration September 7 & 14 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDS: 

AWANA needs a few good men (literally...we need 

male leaders!) 

AWANA needs an accompanist for kids’ worship 

 

Another way you could help: 

Dues for a child in AWANA are $28.50.  We do not 

want this cost to keep anyone from participating 

so we are asking if YOU would like to help offset 

some of these costs.  Donations can be placed in 

the basket at our registration table.  Thanks! 

 

Pastoral Search 

Update 
 

The Search Team continues to meet 

weekly. We have completed all 

information needed to begin the 

search process for our next senior 

pastor including a job description. On August 8th we began 

to research potential senior pastor candidates. The team 

anticipates taking candidate resumes for 30 days. We are 

ranking candidates according to the best match for our needs 

at Maranatha.  

 

Please continue in prayer for us that the Holy Spirit guides us 

in making the decisions that He wants for Maranatha. It's 

an exciting time for our church as we anticipate the coming of 

a new senior pastor. 

Serving Christ Together, 

Doug Ripplinger  

Women’s Studies 

The Patriarchs By Beth Moore 

is about God's pursuit of relationship with mankind, and His plan to bless all people.  

His relationships with Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob is full of twists and turns,  

ruin and redemption, revelation and mystery.  

Beginning Wednesday, September 17th  with Kristie Schuebel 

And Thursday, September 18th with Mary Holmes 

From  9:00-11 :00 AM 

In the Conference Room 

Please sign up at the Connecting Point (information desk) In the Welcome Center (lobby) 

To reserve your book.   Books are $18.00.   

For further information contact Mary Holmes at 715-418-9761 or m-holmes@bethel.edu.  



 When I think about what it means to follow Christ a lot of things run 

through my mind.  What is God asking of me and how am I responding?  What 

are people seeing and thinking as they interact with me?  How am I different 

and why does it matter?  Who do I have in my life to help me to be the person 

God wants me to be?   

 

These are all questions that small group ministry and Essentials are trying to help you answer.  Maranatha's 

Small Groups are  "A connected community that is on its knees, living life and growing together into the 

likeness of Christ."  

 

God said in Genesis 2:18 that "it is not good for man to be alone."    Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) says: 
24 

And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,
25 

not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching.  God's plan is not for us to be isolated but to be in community where we can pray for each 

other, go through the hills and valleys of life together and challenge each other in our faith journeys. 

 

Essentials is a great place to grow in your faith and learn what small group life is all about.  

 

What is God asking of me and how am I responding?  

 At Essentials we will be working through Colin Smith's “10 Keys for Unlocking The Bible.”  This will be a 

journey that will takes us from  The Garden of Eden to The Eternal City of Heaven. Colin takes a fresh look at why 

God did what He did and what our role is in His plan. 

   

What are people seeing and thinking as they interact with me?   

 Essentials will be a place where you can share your life experiences together, learning and growing in 

your faith as you connect with each other.  You will be in a group of people with whom you will walk this 10-week 

journey.  You will be unpacking the material together, talking through the issues. Our seasoned leaders will help 

guide the discussions and ask questions that will expand your thinking. 

 

How am I different and why does it matter?   

 Essentials will be a place where you can learn about why we believe what we believe.  We will process 

through the EFCA Statement of Faith.  We will also take a look at Maranatha's core values and why they need to 

be central to everything we do in our church.  You will come to know our vision and mission for reaching people 

with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Who do I have in my life to help me to be the person God wants me to be?   

 We all need people in our life who can offer support and encouragement as we travel this path called life. 

Essentials is a great place to develop those relationships. 

 

Why Essentials?  

 Because God created us for community, Essentials is "A connected community that is on its knees, 

living life and growing together into the likeness of Christ." Sign up today at the Connecting Point and 

enter into God's plan for His followers to "Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" 

Why Essentials? 



...Baptizing 
them in the 
name of the 

Father,  and of 
the Son and of 

the Holy 
Spirit… 

Silver Lake 
August 17, 

2014 

Zach Robinson, 
Nathan Kaus, Janet 
Nelson, 
Kristie Schuebel, 
and Tony & Nicki 
Calkins were 
baptized at our 
Silver Lake Picnic 
and Potluck on 
August 17, 2014.  
The weather 
cooperated in not 
raining and it was a 
memorable day for 
all who attended.  
Pictures courtesy of 
Dean Valentin. 

Zach Robinson & Pastor Tony  Pastor Paul & Janet Nelson  

Nathan Kaus & Pastor Bill  

Nicki Calkins, Tony Calkins, & Pastor Tony 

Pastor Bill & Kristie Schuebel 

Congratulations! 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Jim Delany, Lillian Bjugstad, Violet Fossum, Marilyn 
Longseth, Clarence & Nancy Peters, Stan Oftedahl, Marv 
Oftedahl, Joyce Mohr, Darlene Strohmeyer, Howard Stone, 
Lois Clement, Ray Caldwell, Scott Franson, Don & Nadine 
Murley, Pat Swanson, Connie Blix, Edith Gauthier, Nona 
Schreiber’s sister and husband Bill, Roccy Raymond, 
Chasta Cimfl’s aunt, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz and 
cousin Dennis, Keven Jensen’s mother MaryAnn, Jeannine 
Zook’s dad Bill, Mike Green’s father-in-law Tom, Paul 
Murry’s brother Benny, Glen Wegner’s brother Greg,  
Esther Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and 
Barbara, Esther Swan’s granddaughter Darcy, Kathy 
Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn, Fran Reich’s children, 
Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark & nephew Evan, Elfriede 
Harwart’s children, Steve Neidermire’s cousin Amy 
Springer, Linda Godfrey’s sister, Jane Gudim’s mother 
Dorothy, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo, Leah Margan’s niece 
Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene,  Patricia Young’s 
brother Harlan, Tanya Ward’s sister Michelle, Mary 
Graese’s sister Corinne, Leslie Jaastad’s friends Renee, 
Brady & little Remedy, Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-law 

“But God has surely 
listened and heard 
my voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Rick and dad Jim and friend Margo. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Rice Lake Convalescent 
Center: Ruth Fredrickson-Olson. Heritage Manor: 
Clarence & Nancy Peters 

Serving in the military:   Roccy & Diann Raymond’s 
Daughter Shelley is serving in Turkey. Debbie Stoeberl’s 
nephew Jacob Polzin is serving in the Navy in the 
Persian Gulf. Mike & Lori Green’s son Kyle is serving 
overseas in the Navy. Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn is serving in the Middle East. Jim & 
Laurie Caple’s son Stephen is serving as lieutenant in 
the Air Force in the Middle East. 

Praises:  Six individuals were baptized at our Silver 
Lake Picnic/Potluck on August 17th:  
Nathan Kaus, Zach Robinson, Janet 
Nelson, Kristie Schuebel, and Anthony 
& Nicole Calkins. We are thankful for 
all who attended and for the 
cooperative weather.  

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Maranatha Men’s 
Slow- pitch Softball 
Team  lost the 
championship 
game but won the 
Division III season 
title. 
Congratulations, 
team!   

Pictures courtesy of  
Stacey Wenzel and 
Dean Valentin. 

Fun, Sports, and Sportsmanship —Maranatha Men’s   
Division III Slow-Pitch Softball Team 



Youth BBQ Kick-off:  Wednesday, September 3rd all youth grades 7-12 are invited to Andre and Renee Abraham’s for a BBQ from 6-10 
PM.  For further information, check out their website at www.thesoulgarage.com or email pastor tony at tony@soulgarage.com. 
 
Children’s Sunday School Kick-off,  The Gospel Project—Sunday September 7th at 10:30 in the Ministry center.  All Parents are 
asked to bring their children into the Ministry Center to drop them off.  Thanks!! Nursery is still available for ages 0-30 months in 
the nursery .   
Preregistration for Children’s Fall Sunday School, nursery and AWANA — on Sunday August 31st in the Welcome Center (Lobby) and 
September 7 &14 in the Ministry Center. Parents, please drop by and preregister your children.  Thank you.   
  
Women's Bible Studies begin September 17 & 18— The Patriarchs: Encountering the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by Beth Moore 
Patriarchs is a 10 week journey through Genesis 12-50. Discover God's pursuit of a relationship with man, and marvel as His plan to 
bless all people unfolds. Full of twists and turns, ruin and redemption, revelation and mystery Explore concepts such as blessing, 
covenant, and promise, and the bearing each has on a New Testament believer's life today. Group members will also study the Hebrew 
names of God introduced on the early pages of Scripture. Many of the most profound and enduring concepts in the whole 
counsel of God's Word are initiated in this marvelous book of beginnings. Watch for sign-up sheet at the connecting point 
(information desk) in the welcome center (lobby). For further information contact: Mary Holmes  m-holmes@bethel.edu or 715-418-
9761. 
The Essentials—beginning September 11th at 6:30 PM in the fellowship hall.  Come check out what small groups are all about.  (More 
information is on page 3 of this Messenger.)  Contact Pastor Paul at paul@maranathafree.com if you are interested. 
 
Missionary Visit: Dr Pat and Lillian of Egypt, our missionaries to the persecuted church in the middle east will join us on the evening 
of September 28th at 7:00 PM in the fellowship hall.  Come and hear how the Lord continues his work on lives there.. For further 
information contact John Peterson at 715-651-2161.   
 
Continue to Pray for our Pastoral Search Process:  Please keep the pastoral search team in prayer as they  continue in the 
process of search for our new Senior Pastor. Team members include:  Jane Farm, Mary Graese, Frank Helquist, John Peterson, 
Roccy Raymond, Doug Ripplinger and Stacey Wenzel. Pray for the team as they seek God’s guidance . 
 
Sonshine Ladies Bible Study meets every Thursday In the Conference room at Maranatha at 1:30 PM.  For further information, 
contact Val Caldwell at 715-234-4432 
 
Service Times : Sunday services are 8:45 AM & 10:30 AM.  Nursery is available for infants through 36 months in the main church for all 
services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 

September 2014 

September  Announcements 

mailto:m-holmes@bethel.edu

